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inoon rm enr i  n l r r rq l  ic i in qaniair t

Freedom and plural ism, these are heavy concepts.  Some l i t t le

preparabory work by way.r f  def in i t ions is ind- ispensable,  but  th is can

be done qui te s imply by means of  the analyt ical  scheme on the next

page.One point  about that  scheme is,  incidental ly,  to show that the

two concepts are very strongly related to each other,  only that" f ree-

d-om"is something that individ.ual-s have or have not, whereas"plr.;ra1ism"

is something that societ ies have or have not.  rn other word-s,  both

concepts refer to some kind of d-iversity but at the ind"ividual and"

societal  level-s respect ively.  And that immediately ]eads to one quest ion:

whaL about the f reed-om of a soc- iety,  could the society not be repressed-

a.s strch -  for  instenee throrrr"h ' imner i : l  qfr i rntrrraq? Ti  nar lc in l - ,aD Duurl  t  LvL I f  lD uur4vv rrr lyur rar r  ur  ku u4r u- Can,

but for the purpose of the argument of this paper that wil l be d-is-

regard.ed-.  Jn other words,  we are operat ing for  the t ime being in a

one society wor ld. ,  in ord.er to explore some important connect ions.

Later on this wi f l  be seen in a more real ist ic mult i -society wor ld,

the worfd- we have.

F?eedom is here seen as f reed.om to,  not  as f reedom from. f t

is  the f reedom to make choices,  and that presupposes ( t )  that  there is

something to r :hosc f rom- and (p\  tnat  the choice is eonseious that ther !vrJr t  af fu \L/  L rD uutfDulvuD. t

rat  nr nl ' r -oi--  i .s a wi l ]ed act.  Plural_ism in the societv in which the

individual-  f ives is the answer to the f i rst  cf  these two points:  i t

iq q cneiafrr  r^rho1'g thefe iS mOre thrn nno *rma 1y3i fab1e. And- edUCatiOnv]]U U,y _vU

in the broad- sense, o-:1y part ly coi-nciding with school ing, is the

answer to the second- of these two poi-nts. an education based on much

a vnar. i  anna rnn'  mrrnh nrqvi  q

\dhich, then, are the important dine::sions of ind_ivid_ual choice

and societal  types? In the table we have d- ist inguished two gfoups, Ln-

dividual- l-evel dimensions and societal- fevel d.imensions, d-epend-ing on

whether these are characteristics of individ-uals or characteristics of

societies as a whole. At the ind"ivid-uaf level- the conventional d-istinc-

t ion between ascr i  ber l  (s j  ven hw h;  -+u \  ^- :  ^  ̂ L j  ^ \ rad lntr l -c. i  na. t  I  .  '  \DL.r UrL) arro acnJ_eveu \ou ua-Ll-Leu LaT'eT )
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dinensions wi l l  be made use of ,  and. at  the soci-etal  level  the d. is-

tinction between cultural and structural types. fhe sub-d-i-visions in

terms of  sex,  age and race: ed.ucat ion,  income and posi t ion;  language,

re l i rn ' i  on a.nd ideolo.cnies:  wa.\r , r f  l i fp.  onnnomin qnd nnl i f inol  
'?6

_ _,-b*"_,  
,  vvvirvrrr f  v @fau l /vf  a uau@r @I9

del- iberately commonsensical  as the whole paper is an ef for t  to ref lect

problems as seen by people in general ,  not  necessar i ly  as seen Ly

social  scient ists.

It may l-ook as we imnediateiy rr.rn into a nnjor problem

trying to make use of the table: how can ind"ivi-duals dtccse such ana-

tomical types as race and sex and. control the complex physiological

process knornrn as age? The point is that this is precisely vrhat some

individ-uals , in highly free ind-i-vid-ua1-choic+ conscious societies

such as the united- States of America, try to d-o - more or l_ess success-

f r r l l r r -  The hloer:hinrr  of  skin and stra. ighteninr"  of  nnir  maka i+ n\a-- ih l  ^vr l l r r  a i ru _ pubi j_L U_Le

for  some people to pass the col-our bar:  surgical  and biochemicaf f reat-

mont J:n nr qq fha cav har.  anA 
- l :  

qt  i  n qrty,oar\r  lnd Ccf ta i  n t r rnos 6fai fu us!  uart t  u.y!ED

biochemical-  t reatment again to interfere with the aging process. or,

put more precisely:  these efforts to *roose onets own ascr ibed- charac-

ter ist ic ( in other word.s to make i t  achieved.) may not be successfuf

in 1a.nd ins the i  r - rd i  v i  dr ta. ' l  tnt l  r r  nnd se 1-o' l  r l i  n fha n*?ror i rma hr.  + 
-- . 'vrJ f  r1 urrs v ul fsr  uJ}Jg, vu v tw.y

create uncertainty as to where s/he realty belongs. l,n/hether it is

worth i t  is an other quest ion; some people evid_ent ly think i t  is,  as

r,ritnessed by the proverbial- women who reach the age of j9 and then

remain j )  for the rest of  their  l ives.

Ceneral ly people stay with the t l4 les given by bir th,

however, and then try through some kind of training (ed.ucation) to

place themselves in geographical  space (residence) and social  space
/ . . .  \(posi t ion).  No societ ies offer a completely free choice where these

dinensions are concerned; class societ ies restr ict  the choice more

or less and casb societ ies l imit  the choice (almost) ao*t  to zero.

And in f iberal  f reed-om theory i t  is recognised. that the choice is

l imibed, but i t  should at l -east not depend on ascr ibed- character ist ics;

lhere should be equal i ty of opportunity.



The freedom to talk the language of oners choice and to

adhere to the religio:r of onets choi-ce are ',-sually consid.ered. the basic

cultural freedoms; particularly so as these are the two d-inensions most

used to def ine ethnic belongingness (transn-i t ted- to the next gene-

rat ion through socio-cufturaf mechanisms as opposed to racial  belonging-

ness that is t ransmit ted. to the next generat ion through bio-genet ic

mechanisms) Sut ideolory must al-so be placed. in this category, general

world or ientat ion, not only in the narrow sense of preference for a

nor i inrr ' ror  nn" l i f i r l : .1 nnrtw- t r 'or  a l l  these three freed-om has a double
PA! U!VU!4! }Jvr!  urv@f yat | ]J

asncel , :  . i  t  - i  s  no* nn1 rr  fho f roednm tn ownrpsr:  nneSelf  in the l ingUiSt iC,aDlJs9 U. I  u re rrv u vrrrJ

re l ig ious and ideological  id iom of onets choice,  but also the f reed-om

of impression, the f reed.om to have suff ic ient  basis f rom which to choose.

The freedoms of  impression and expression are logical ly refated but

cmnir i r :a l lw indenpndent of  ea.ch other:  the Soviet  
- ln ion is a good example

nf nrr i*o e lnt  o l  f reedom of exrroqqinn- hrt l ,  so l i t t , le f reedom of im-Ur q4lUY @ f,vU vr v!  vr : l rvv

nression f ,ha. t .  nennlc dn nnt have s, . : f f ic ient  basis on which- to form opi-
PrLve4vr yvv}/+v

nions to be expressed. The United- States nay be an exampfe of exactly

the opposite: an enormous amount of impressions pouring in on the ind-i-

vid-ual , one impression cancef ling the other and- the sheer weight o-t

+laa fn*or ' i -F. .  nf  them tending to make ind- iv iduafs fess rather than more
uIIg vw val  L vJ vr  vrrurrr  evr rurare)

conscious so that what is expressed. has an astounding lack of var iety.

As to the structural  di-mensions: there is the freedom, po-

sl ted, to choose oners own way of l i fe,  meani-ng with whorn to do what '

r"rhrr- hnw- where and when. This is the individ-ual eking out his and her

anncrato r . rarr  nf  I  - i  r r i  ne *hrn,rch * i  mo :nd snA.eo -  thr l rohnut e l - i  F^ ^-^-AIVIJIET t I .LTULrBII  t  LI ITULrBJIUI,LL 4 f r fu-DP4rr '

Naorl laqq tn s:rr .  th is is condi t ioned by the economic and pol i t ical

structure . T he mediating l ink betveen the id"ea of free individual

choice and- societal  economic and pol i t ical  structure is the pol i t ical

mechanism the society has to offer, translating ind"ivid"ual choices

into societal  act ion through, for  instance, vot ing for  pol i t ical  part iest

m^?A Ar ' l  aqq nrnnar. f j  nnatc rcnrc^^-+-* i  ^n ^- ' l  1n execr l t ive resDonsib]-eJPU! UrVrrAU9 !L}JrcSgl lUaulurf  t  af lu @1r e^uu*uf ve tvul

to the Tepresentative bod-y. The rnechanism is known as d-emocracy, for

instance of the Westminster and president iaf  var iet ies, and is no d.oubt

a najor lnnovation in the history of humanl<.ind-, precisely because it

med.iates between two levels of olga:nIzat ' ion'  at  least in pr inciple.



Civen this,  what woufd we mean by a plural ist ic society?

I t  has been d"ef ined" above, let  us just  spel1 i t  out  and try to give i t

sone l - i fe.  I t  of fers anatomical  and physiological-  var iety by being muft i -

racial  ,  at  least  b i -semal ,  and having several  age groups insid-e i ts

bord-ers.  This may sound so tr iv ia l ,  but  the s ingufar ist  a l ternat ive'

for  instar,ce a rni l i tary col lege for whi te males about 20 years old or

a t ra in ing col lege for nurses. are not places where most people want

+^ 
^+-,"  

a l l  +h^i? l  i rzac C)r  ' i  f  thorr  do i  t  ' i  q han.arrse nf  p werrr  stron,cnuu D ud-y aar ul lEl !  ar  v 9D .  \ ' r  t  urrvJ uv '  "* . . r

convict ion of  the desirabi f i ty  of  that  k ind of  l i fe,  as expressed in the

monast ic oIdeTS for men and for women. In fact ,  i t  is  an interest ing

anr l  ta l l inrn morra tnr^rArr ls n ' l r t r : . ' l j^*  +L^+ ^- .^^f ' l - -  - ; ' l j r - - - -  l - - . - ' i - inrr  er l le-
r ' * ' ** I5 l lL Ut lA U YIAU ULJ IL! !LL VaLJ Ur@rf l r f r6

r"es a.nd tra. in ing col leqes for nurses tend- to become not only muft i - racial
' " - - -o--

but afso bi-sexual -  not onfy in order to provid-e for propoTtionate

rrepresentat ion later on, but afso because people mi l i tate against

excessive singular ism.

A plural ist ic society would offer severaf types of forma-

t ive training, severaf places of resid.ence, and several-  types of posi t ions.

^,* ih 
*L, ia ma..  sound- so t r iv ia l  but  i t  becomes less t r iv ia l_.when con-

^6dLrL t  UirrD [@J

t rasted with the s ingular ist  af ternat ive:  a peopfers comnune dur ing the

Cultural  Revolut ion in China. I t  was not rnly that people were d-enied

the possibi l i ty of  themsel-ves choosing what kind of t raining they wanted.

" ,1-a* rz i rA ^e n^s' i t ' inn to nrennlc for-  and whcre tO f ive.  Educat iOn and-w--4L nf ,L lu ua }JvDr urvfJ uv y lePars rva,  @rru

posi t ion were d-ecided for them by the "rnassesrr in meet i -ngs, in pr inciple,

and the place of  resid.ence was the peopfers Commune from which they

originated. Perhaps more basic than this even if they had had the free-

f lom of choice there would have been nothing to choose from as the

peoplers communes were, and perhaps to some extent st i l1 are,  essent ia l ly

s ingular ist .  There j -s one place of  residence, the commune i tsel f r  a

relat ively smal l  speck on the geogSaphical  map, a federat ion of  v i l lages

themselves fed-erat ions of  hamlets,  but  not of fer i  .g great var iety f rom

a geographical point of vj-ew. There was and perhaps sti l l  is essen-

t ia l ly  only one posi t ion:  thaL of  being member,  meaning being farmer,

worker,  student and mi l - i t r .a,  aI I  ro l led into one, mult i -purpose, plur i -

form a pnenera. l i -st  in what is needed in the conmune. And. as to educat ion:



the educat ion needed to fu l f i } l  these obl igat ions,  essent laf ly the

ed're: t i - rn nf  crner ienee a.nd nraxis.  Ttrere is much to sa.v for  th is as

an alternative to the excessive specialization in ed-ucation and in

nnci  * . i  nnq fnrrnd ' i  n l lmndarn indrrqtr iq l  i  zad dorral  nnodl t  cnni  a* i  oe hrr+
,  uu v Lfv!su Dvvf9 ufgD, v4 u

i t  c l -ear l -v went too far  as a react ion.

To conl inue, a plural ist ic society would be one where

severaf  languages are spoken, severa-L rel ig io-"s are pract ised, and

severaf ideologies are fo-rrnd- sid-e by sid.e. It would be one where there

are several  ways of  l iv ing onets 1i fe,  several  l i festy lest  several  t ; ryes

of cr :onomi r :  srrstpms Ara nrsr: t i  sod ( for  inst : .nee both wi th col lect iVeulvt / lgv

nr^marqhin qnd nr i r r r to nr^mpr.shin ni .  maanq nf  nrndrrni inn hnth nnorr* i  ncwrvr!

in hi  c nnF, in <mrl l  ennnnm' i  c ?\r . los):  : r r i  l r l th eprrarql  nnl i t inql  o--ofama
e!@f f  gVUlrUIr I f  I  UJ Ul9D , /  

.  qtLv wa Vl  I  DU V 9!of  PvrI  UiV@f DJ D UE]UD

pracLised ( for  instance, decis ion-making by consensus, and decis ion-

making by vot ing).

fhe s ingufar ist  a l ternat ive to al- f  of  th is is very c lear:

a hie"h- l  w homoger,nr:s soe' ietw l ikc-  fnr ' i  nsta.nnp Norr,ra.-r_ Tt l -ere iS Oneafvl lvburreup pvvf  v vJ

language, Norwegian, spoken by practically speaking everybod-y (with the

exception of some members of the Samic r-inority in the extreme North).

There is one ref ig ion wr i t ten into the const i tut ion,  evangef icaf- futheran

protestant ism, organised in a State church wit l ' .  about 9r i  of  the popu-

l -at ion inscr ibed as members.  Tn spi te of  a certain spectrum of pol i t ical

nnrt i  cs there ' i  s  a senera. l  social--democrat i -c or ientat lon subscr ibed to

hrr  most nf  t ,ho n^*.- ' i  ̂  + i  ^-  -^r- ;  - .p.  cha.nges of  e"overnment -  f rom rrsocial i -str l
UJ ulVD U UI Ur iV yUIJUTO UMr t  !4A1Jf6 vr-urre)vu v L!rurrsr-  v t  r r  vIr  o

to f 'bourgeoisrt or back agai:n someruhat less than d.rainatic. There is a

genere. l  wa.w of  I i€^ +L^ 
^r^* '^- ;an version of  the hor i rc"eois r^ra.w of  l ' i fe.

bur.ur@! wal  v l  r f  f  g 
t  Ul lg IvVIWg6lofr  vg!DIvl l  vf  U]IL UVq!6gUf D W@J UI I l Ig t

tempering the striving for non-manual jobs with gardening and hobby-

act iv i t ies, tenpering the yearning for mater iaf  comfort  wlth sel f- inf l i -

cted mater ial  d" iscomfort  through often quite strenuous types of outdoor

life, tempering the withd-rawal into the privatism of the nuclear family

wi-th even more extrene withdrawal, for instance in the form of long

hikes in 'Lhe mouxbains, afone, and tempering the search for securi ty

with a certain audacity in outdoor l i fe.  F\rr thermore, t i rere is one economic

system, now encompassing almost al l -  economic act iv i ty in the country :



it is formal- rather than informaf (leaving to the informal sector

el mnc' l -  anl  r r  ronrndr rnl  i  nn )
v varrJ Tt is nei fher nrrhl  ic  nor nr iwato but

nrrhl  i  a /nr j r rc*a f  ho f rmnrre nooal lat ion-eCOnnmw Whefe the State med"iates

between contend. ing part-Les in the pr ivate sector,  between the pr ivate

and the nr:bl  ' i  e sentnrs .  snmel: i  mos sirbsi  d i  z i  nr"  l -ha nr i  r ra i .a qanf nr a^mo-ur lu ] r r  a v a u9 DEv uv!  ,  Dvlrrg-

t imes buying i t , ,  at  any rate controf l - ing i t .  And_ this is presid_ed_ over

by a parl iamentary system producing d-ecisions by vot ing, but with the

und.erfying assumption that once the d.ecision has been made with the

major i ty vote then the r ,ajor i ty should be translated- into consensus,

not onlv into a.ct ion in conformitw r , r i th t l^e dceis ior-  hrr t  want i r -  +1^^+
vvlMtruf  uJ ur-s usuf uf  v- t ,  vk u w@rt ul1fE; v: Iq u

conformity.

No doubt this offers a sett ing for choice of ed.ucat ion,

nosi t , ion and resid.ence within One of  the r ichest snr: icf . ies na? nnni f . :ufvp'yvtvayfua'

in the wor l -d-.  This choice,  however,  is  exercised" r :y men much more than

hrr 
' . raman 

cnd hv fha rra-rno mr.nh mOfe than bw the nr- iddlp-aoad rnd the*.1

o1d- - the mid.d.le-aged- are supposed. to have mad"e their choj-ce already,

the old are supposed to end up in the s l -ot  label- led'rret i red".  There

is pract ical ly speaking only one race in the country.  And i t  goes even

further than what has been ind.icated- so far: through unitary schoofing

the educationa] experienc€s of Norwegians are - probably - becoming

more and- more similar for each generation; positions are becomi_ng

more and more simi lar  because they are more and more exercised- non-

mrnrral l r r  r^r i fh in a technocrat ic f ramewOrk. And a.s f ,o nl  a.ce of  residenCe:uv _yf  avg vl  I  E

noanla in *ha anrrn*r- .o iAa lTar r^ l i r ra rc i f  r l -a1'  r i rpra l ' i r r ino i "  Ci t igS"-J vrLl6 l r r

a.nd nconle ' i  n the c i t ies aS i f  thew were 
' l  iv ino in tho nnrrntrrr<i f lp;urJ r tuu,

they both meet j -n some tJrye of  suburban l iv ing.  And st i l l  one step

further:  through the current,  qui te advanced-,  revofut ion in relat i -ons

between the sexes women are behaving more l ike men used_ to do and men

to some extent more l ike women used- to do, the two about to meet some-

where in the middle in a unisex role.  l t  is  probably also t r r re that

the young and. the old. both try to behave more l ike the niddte-aged_

nannl a mn?6 nr I  aoc ar.nnaoofrr l  I
, , - .v-v -r  -Leuu sL4uuei isrur. l .y.



This permits us to formulate the f i rst  thesis:  the more

homnrrenols or s ' i  .^- ' r^- ;  ^+ ^ ^^^;  o+rr .  ' l - , l -c loss f rggdOm iS thefe in thatr rv!- \ /<urrvuu v!  r ! l l<UIA!ID U 4 DUVIY UV .  UIMYDD I I

society,  s imply because with no d- iversi ty bhere is nothing to choose

from Of course, there is nothing to prevent the Norwegians from

+^ l1-- i  
- -  

Mn-l  o- '  -  ^n]  
. .  *ho + c /ha r^rn ' r l , ' l  ho ra fhar I  nnol  

- r  
in r ln ,  nc qnu4f[ !115; DAJ t  ] 'nLqJ -  Wrral  VLt@V a/ rrs wv4aq vY !aur!sr  rv l rerJ ! t  \ l (Jf  115 DU.

And the same appl ies for  most of  the other dimensions, br inging out the

point  that  these choices to be reaf have to be not in a social  vacuum,

landing the indiv idual  wi th a f ree choice but in splend. id isolat ion,

but in a societal  set t ing,  land, ing the indiv id.ual  in a group that has

nade the same choice. Obviously, in such an extTemely homogenous so-

ciety o:e is essent iaf ly lef t  wi th a choice that a market-or iented,,

acni  *a I  i  c f  cnni  a+'-  ^f  +-  ̂ -  ^ . : tor lnd inr"  Ver i  etrr  O { '  eOnSrtmef cnOd-SU@IJI U@f ID U pVU!9 UJ Ur !  EI  D .  @ff  @D UUufqf -16 v@M UJ v+ vv4rpbrrur 6v!

of l  tho s:me trrnc ^ +^+^r1- '  " - . r raossrT\r  l r .ar i  otrr  of '  r .efr i  oo-nninrs,ur uf ig u@ure uJygt o uuu@fal  wulEvcur4fJ !4!rsuJ ---r ,

t ransistor rad- ios, watches, clothes, shapes of houses and. so on. But

this is not the dimension we are thinkinE of in connectlon with a

nlrrra I i  c1- i  n cnai  a*. '

tr'rom the thesis above it certainly d,oes not follow that

the nl  r r rn. l  i  s t i  r :  soc' i  etv ner:essa.r i ' lv  t r ra.r 'anlces f recdom- onlw hhat i f

there j -s freed-om then the soci-ety is not s ingular.  On the contrary,

a second thesis might be formulated: a plural ist ic society easi fy

dep^encra. ies into A rpnrpssi  vc soni  atrr  hrr  l r : r r inr  nne t , rmc on ea., :huvFvfrv!auvp rrrvv a !ev!upuivv pvvlvu.va v-Y f !qyfr l^  varu vypv vrr  eal

d.imension d-ominating the other types. This doruLnance may take severaf

forms. One form is that the type expand"s, overshad-owing and eventuall-.:

el im' i  na. t ing a. l l  nthor t r rnes- m:kin, .n the sor: ietw ^ ' ; - - ' ' r - - i  ^+ ^* feaStv uf fs l  uJ!eD t  r@r\alr6 ur ie DU9I9 uJ Dff f64l@!!D u t  4 u

on that dimension. ' ih is is expansion. Another form is through exploi-

tat ion: the dominant type exists at the erpense of the other t ; ,pes,

making the others infer ior,  second--class, marginaf.  fn that case one

cannot talk about freedorn of choice ei ther because the choice is so

biassed- i-n favour of one type. And then there is the third- form where

there is d- iversi ty with types co-exist ing ,  so to speak, but not

everybody is in a posit ion to exercise any choice for other reasons.

Thtrs-  o ld nennlc -  aS raent iOned. ahove -  ay.e c"enera. l lv  noi .  srrnnnsed tOe+ v berrv!

exercise occupat ional choic€swomen in many societ ies, just as non-whites,

have not been supposed- to exercise choices with regard- to educat ionror

political parties; members of some language groups rnay be under heavy



pressure to choose one rather than an other rel lg ion,  and so on.And. then,

fourthly there is the point  about consciousness: people may simply not

be conscious about possible choices,  even i f  t lpes are there and they

are object ively f ree to choose,they may not be subject lvely f ree to d.o

Singular ism is one form of repression, the other forms

are better known as such. Even the categor ies cf  race, sex and age gain

in depth by being exposed to Lhis type of  analysis.  Granted that the

anatomicaJ/physio1ogical choice is l imited. and perhaps not even d-esirable

they could constitute a social choice.There are ,l_ifferent formsof beha_

viour associated- wi th d- i f ferent races, the sexes and di f ferent age groups.

To el-imi-nate all such differences of behaviour, tending towards a uni_-race,

uni-sex and uni-age t1pe, is the s ingular ist  type of  repression. To feave

A TTnoe of  hehevior;r : l  i r rnoq hrr i .  nrac^r i l . , in-  f -uurr@vlvual  uJyqD uu_ 
-hat only men should behave

as menr and only women as women and so on is another form of repression.
A cnaia*rr  anml- . in ' inn nl  . ' -a- l ;^*  . , .^ DwursuJ Lruxrurn-Lrt8 p-LuTall-Sm llith freedom in this parti-cu1ar fiel_d,

would be a society with very wi-de ranges of behaviour, some of thern
associated with racial ,  sexuaf and age types as we know them today, but

one is perndtted- to choose the tytr le that speaks to oners subject ive

cond-i t j -on. One shoufd not be forced. into the t ; rpe to which one object ively
be1 ongs. rf an ol-d. man wants to behave like a yoimg girl , so why not?

The most conmon form of repression in connection r^rith
these three d.imensions, however, -is of course the d-orninance of whites
over non-whites (or sorne other dominance relat ion i f  the whites are

absent or negl-ig ible in quantity) , the dominance of males over females;

the d.ominance of th. tl4qlg-asgq over the young and the old; the doni-
nance of the ygl]:sc4ool9:d over those with less schooling; the d-omi-

nance of the urban and ggnlrgl over the rural and peripheral; the domi-
nqh^6 af  l . r i  mle 

^-rreaavs 
- '  . , -6, '  losi t ions and. second-ary/tert iary secbcr jobs over 1ow

posit ions and pr irnary sector jobs; the d.oninance of worfd lanzuages
(nert i  err l : r . l r r  F5eol  i  qh\  nrroz nq t i\ya!  u lvqlarrJ xrr6f , lDaa/ uvy!  r laurort&1 languages and nat ional  languages

over the vernacul-ar; the dominance of world rel-i-gions with missionary

z,aa1 (n:r t inrr ler l r r  
^hr ic* i rn ' i f - -  "  

\LcaL \v@! uruuraf4J 
"J and ls larn) over rel_igions with fess

universaf ist ic pretent ions;  the d,ominance of  unj-versal ist ic id-eolosies



!v

(na.r t ' i  r :u lar ' l  r r  I  iberal  i  sm whi ch iust i f ies i ts atonist ic indiv id_ual ism -\P\4r vrv4+l , ! : -y : :vv!er!v4r r i , f :v l f  , l

combined wi-th checks and bafances - economically in the form of

^^-*^+. i+j^-  ;*  aL^ 
-^-r-^+ - j ' r :+,Ar i l r r  in t ra l rnr te of  nnr^rpr.  nnl i t in: l l r rUUrl IPg UI Uf UII  ! l l  Ul tg tu@In E U t  l l l f  I l  U*!  ! rJ ! - i  L,alairvu vr  yvwur t  IJvf  r  

- - -*--J

in the form of mult i -party systems and cul tural ly in the form of plu-

Tali-sm - with reference to ]lature and. a darwinistic conception of

human beings; and marxj-sm wlth its reference to lristory over fesser
\ ,"' r . l  A^l^cral l  :  ) tna bor:rsrcois wa. l r  of  l i fe OVef Othef wn.1rs nf  

' l i fe:  
n. I t

al- l  -embracins economic svstcm (nnrt i  r : r la,r l  w i ; 'c  economic art icul-at ionwrJ vlrv lavlrrF e vvrf  vf4!  v v.y p vv, , !  \  vQ! v+ vk:er r .Y

, r f  I  i  hern.  l i  sm -  f rcc ma.rket  r :a.ni  f  a l  i  em anr l  * l ra ^.rOnOmiC af  t iCUlat iOn

o I  mnrxi  sm - ccntre ' l  I  r r  n l  a.nned soci  a. l  i  sm )  over other -  
r ra.rr :ha. i  cr? economicvv]Iv lqf tJ)*-

SwStcmS: a.nd no' l  i  l - , i  ne l l r r  rpnrcssi . ra qrrctamc crrnl . r  A.S A.1 j :Or:ra.r :w F.nd demo-r  errs eu uvv!@v.Y arr

cra.crr .  lemoerer:rr? -  but  iS that  noi  exa.ct lw thc annno' i  fa r f  T^n?eSSiOn?

Not necessari fy:  i t  can also lead to the d- ictatorsir ip of the major i ty

over the minori t ies, and thereby to the el indnat ion of sociaf tgles

as structural- realities even though they nay survive as cultural ideas;
\ - r  j+ 

-^--  ^r^-  +tr  - . - , . - r .  ^^---^- ;qeq a.nd ha.rpqa. i -1 ino- ' l  ee.d t , r  str-retUfalnrru I  v t !@J @IDv I  u l1.  u6] I  uvr l rP!vrruJer qrru varba!-rr1r6trs@u uJ D ur4u

types that actual ly are wanted by nobody, sat isfyi-ng noone, except,

perhaps, those who agreed. to tle compromise because they derived some

mn*' i f ics*. inn f rnm J:ha hrrminin g process, as pol i t ic lans or bureaucrats.

Tn short ,  the for-s of  repression are t rEny; we al f  know

+L^^* *^---  ^+'  +Lem fror nc".S^nAr avna- ian^a ^-  US nOW nlake USe OfUlrgr l t t  t l I@fIJ UI Ul lurrr  f  !vr--  lJUrpv- lu-  94PU!f  9I-rU. 
-Y J

th is scheme in ord.er to analyse concrete societ ies,  and part icr far ly

with a view to und-erstanding better the conditicns for freedom in

(not "and-")  p lural ist ic societ ies:  the range between the Scyl la of

si  not ' l  e.r i  sm a.nd thc eha.rwhd i  s nf  ranracci  rza nl ' . -af  iSm.

Case l-: Switzerland. In this country { languages

(Swi-ss Cerman, spoken by 657",  French by LB/o, I tal ian by 12, Rd,to-

Romanisch AV 4");  two nrajor re-Ligious or ientat ions (protestant ism 48%

and cathoric ism 49 /")  and a certain spectrum of id.eologies coexist

in a populat ion of  about 6 mi l1 ion peopfe,  wi th in a l imi ted- ter i tory,

but over an age span of centur ies (obviously not with this much p1u-

ral ism al l -  the way back to Wil lhelm Tel l l ) .  This is no smalf  achievement

in the world in which we live, one which the Swiss can rightly be

proud. of.  Jt  rai-ses the quest ion of how this is possible, and" that br ings

uD a number of roints.
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t r f  i rct  i t  should be noted how l in i ted th i  s nlrr ra. ' l  i  sm i  s:urfrD }Jr( !Grrorrr  r

i t  actually only covers the two d"j-mensions of language and religion,

rho sneietrr  is  r^rh ' iJ :e-  m: le-dom' in: ted La an ovaant innr l  ovfon*r l rv vvv+v uJ u^vuP vlv l la!  9A vsl Iu t

middle-age-dominated, upper c lass-dorninated (encompassing ed-ucat ion,

rac ' i  donno and nno- i  f  i  
^n) 

Qrha i  Aaal  noi  nql  qnoafrrr*. . .*  f -s l_trLon).  r 'ne a( le,*  Jn l_s vely nalrow,

rrarrr  er . r . i  ca +t^6 L^. . -"_^^. i  ^  . .^ ,_ _f  l i fe iS Ceftain- lw f ,he domi .a.ni,--. .r  uou-r. 'geols way o_L l__L_Le _LS certrafn_r _*_,, way

nf l i fa tho onnnnmic srrqtom ' ic  en : l l -onn^mnrqqinc rrarrr  qof f l r r
varvvlr}J@DD!rf6 

,  v srJ Dvr urJ

control l -ed capital ism and the pol i t ical  system is the same al l  over

the country, and actuall-y permits much more pluralism than the
e- j^^ L---^ 1^^^* abl_e tO blOW int^ i f  Tr al r^r*  iJ : . i  s  onlw a.r"a. in.StJWIDD rr@V Y Uesrr  4uf,s UU UaVW f I f  UV r  U .  r11 Dttul  U ,

the background. of even much more homogenous societies that Switzer-

land stand-s out.

Second-rntne of  the languages are wor ld languagesrand both

of the rel ig ions a.re wor ' l  d 7p' l  jsr ianc r t  ' . r r r r ' l^  haVe been mUCh mO_r.e

nroh' lema.t ic for  the Swiss i f  one nf  the nar ls or the enrrntrw ha.d
Fs! uu v!

had Flngl  ish as their  1a.ns' t ta.se- or i f  one of  the -el ig ions had beanvvvlr ,

for  instance, Hind-uism or Bud"d.hism. Tol-erance i -s more easi ly achie-

ved between non-r^ror ld languages and between worf  d" rel ig ions,  in

the l -at ter  case because some t ; rpe of  recognised balance of  powef '

and bord.er-l ine crystall izes, much l-ike in Elrrope in generaf af ter

the JO-years War 1618-48, and renains the same for centuries.

I t  shoul-d- also be noted that the Swiss are very good at  passive

I  err .n ' i  ncn nf  tha nthor I  rnoreooq !  1ror"1r fo l r  Sr"r i  qq :  nf  r re l  I  r r  qnar lz
.Yv4. j

Swi-ss-German, Fbench and" ftalian, quite a l-ot speak their own and

can understand- the other two -  as they do in cabinet meet ings.

The Swiss d-o not seem to have the same abil ity to appreciate other

rel ig ions,  however.

rn i^ i  
' , r  lhar"e ' i  e :  h i  ch levef of  cf iss-.rzrnslq s imn' l  1r  mqa-Lr iaru urrpe-vluDD t  DfIryrJ u(E

ning that there are those with high and l-ow education, good and

hsd nlqnoq nf  raqidonno hioh qnd I  r r^r  nnqi f  inna .-^--  
-1 ' l  

l . - - .^-^vau Ir fovsr vr  !uuruerfvu t  i r r6 l r  @-ru rJw yvDr uauffD t  a[rvrr6 4f  I  f@1f6ua6g

and rel igious groups. Workers, farmers, rnanagers, professionafs

can find their opposite mmbers in the other groups. It would have

hecn mtteh more nroblemat ic i f  a l l  the Swiss-Cerma.n snea.kinFr werevyverLrrrb wu!!

managers and professionals, and all the Fbench and ftalian speaking

were workers and farmers. even peasants.
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Four1,h, what is the afternative? If  Switzerland. should.

hreak r ln a.ecnrdi '^-  +^ ' r  ' i '^*- j  ^+i  ^ horders one n:r i  worr ld he a.  nrovinceurgaA *IJ auuvf uf l l€;  uv l l l f6uf ,D ulu vuluuru v i ru Par u 4v4ru vu o yrv

nf e ormanrr rnnfhon r  nrnrr i  naa nf  f  f .a. ' l  r r -  a.nd tho thi fd WOU]_d bg a

nrovinr:e of  Fran^^ - ' ' t - i  ^r '^  - i "^* the central ist  r^raw ' in whi  eh tha.t
Prvvfr !ue vr  I roIrWVt WII '  I I t  6!Vst1 U11c vsl lUIaI4p U vral  v lLq

sti I I na.nol con i r: countrv i s nrg:.nized means somethi ns \rtrrar oeri nheral .

Within Switzer land- they are al1 something, outside Switzer land- they

night count less,  even consid-erably less.

Fifth, maybe it shoul-d afso be noted that Switzerland- is

core part  of  the wor ld capi ta l is t  system, a f i - r rancial-  center to a

larr te err ient  l iwin.e" on a.dded va. lue f rom the transformat ion of  raw

capi ta l  into f inance capi ta l ,  but  spread. ing i ts exploi tat ion of  other

societ ies so th in ly around the wor ld-,  a lso i tsel- f  being so smal- l

that there 1s no anti-Swiss movement near to any take-off stage any-

where. With harsher econorr t ic  condi t ions maybe the society would re-

nrcqn' i  q.a in I  I  acq nlrrr .a l - i  eJ: i  n r^rqa- hrr t  fJ.ran n1a6 merr ho noi- .  T+vlSor l l lu r ] r  u rsuD urv w@J ) wvv UIfs f l  @f DV !@J us l iv  V .  J U

mie"ht even - l  oosen rrn snme nF i fs eennomir:  pnd nn' l  i : iea. l  s ' i  nsr: la.r ism

and base i tsel f  more on local  sel f - re l iance of  the const i tuent parts;

sonething at  which the Swiss woufd probably be very good.

Case 2:  Mafalrs ia.  Tn [ ' laLa;rs ia the l2 mi l ] - ion ponulat ion

is divided- between 531 ye'tays who speak Malay and are MosLens rJJ/"

Chinese who speak Chinese wLtb' 2{ Buddhists rl l / '  Indiars',rho speak

Tamil wLth )f" Hind-u, and. a rest, Ya of the Christians, Christians

also being found in the other g:roups. Very many speak English,making

*.ha nnrrnfTlr  r ror l r  n l i r r : l  r  i .hara ara fnrrr  lansrqooq fnrrr  ra l io inn,  - -J ' -*-o*-- .s,

and fcrur races. The quest ion is whether there is freedom, i f  not to

choose a.nw of  t l^e forrr  ln.nrrr ia.rnes or A.rry nf  the for i r  re l  i  g i  ons -  a. t

least  to ' r to choose'r  the one to which one r tnatural ly i l  belongs. As

we shall see there are considerabl-e d-ifferences rel-ative to the Swiss

e,a.so- some of tham sn nrnnonr lccd tha. i ,  therr  ma.kc one wonder whether

the society is a v i -able one or wi l l  d. isrupt,  one way or the other,

and even relat ively soon.



First, l4alaysia is much more plurafistic than Switzer-

land-. Not only is there a factor of race, but the three or four

communit ies have di f ferent ways of l i fe,  t ied to their  c iv i l - izat ions,

part icular ly their  rel ig ions, and. to their  posi t ions in lvtralaysian

society.  lv loreover,  capital ism is coexist ing with precapital ist  mod_es

of prod.uct ion, perhaps afso to some extent with postca-pi tal ist

mod cs rr i  r ron :  r ,o l  a t i  r ra l r r  h i  o l r  I  arra l  af  a*-  +^ 
- ' l  -6f  vsrr  a !u-s - .*b--  , , .vef  c)-L stratre plannrng ]-n some sec_

tors (however inef f ie- i  ent)-  Pol i t ica- l Iw- thoro' iq a nqrt ismontqruvrr  
\ r luwvvqr l l lsrr !v!y! !v/ .  I  v l I  u!  ,  u l lwLs __ * 

"**-**_._._-*:T

system, but a-Lso high levef of  d.ecis ion-making by consensus at  the

wil l : .c"c lorro ' l  :  nr"ohrhlrr  r l  qn nf l . ror  qrrqfamc
JqLvvp./UUurup.

Second, the three languages are non-wor1d languages,

and all three language groups can be said_ to be equid_istant to

Ihgl ish, the idiom in which they can meet.  But the rel igions are

as;nmmetr ic:  chr ist iani ty and. rsLam are endowed with consid-erable

missionary zear,  lJ ind-uism not -  making for the sad incid-ents of

rslamic youth r-ulning into Hinou and Buddhist temples, overturning

re l  ins- cfr : .  There Seems tO be no oa,ssiwe lpernint ,  At .  a l l :The Ppr, . - -^.  i  r rg l9 DEgl l rD UV Ug l rv vaupr v U IUAI l4J t< d L aAA .  - r ru L4- ld-q

is  to some extent imposed as the nat ional language, al l  c i t izens

are supposed. not only to understand it but to speak it and- wri-te it,

but t4alays do not reciprocate by having even passive knowled.ge of

ehinese- n.nd eor+-- : - - l - -  .^^+ ^. f ,  m^-;- l  D^r:  - :  ^--^1__ - i*  - iq qrrrnr iq i rv i r r i iueu ,  a! !v vs!  Lc1-LI l f ,J l ]u U UJ_ _Ld,t l l - l - l_.  neJJ-8J_OLfS.LJ . .  
- - - , , I9

how little the communi"ties know about each other and understand-

each other,  except the most superf ic ia l  character ist ics that

appear in pirblic life, such as Ramadan for the Mostems and temple

festivals for the Hi-ndus and. Budd.hists.

fh i rd- ,  there is a very l -ow 'eve} of  cr iss-cross,

with the }4alays dominat i-ng the pol i t ical  structures, the Chinese

the economic structures and" the Hind.us being at the bottom of both.

And the fourth and- the fifth factors in the case of Switzerland

do not necessar- i ly apply:  i t  is not obvious that the chinese and.

the Tanils are better off in }4alaysia than elsewhere, nor is it

obvious that al] the comm;rritles together in the future can share

the spoi ls from exploi tat ion of neighbours.
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Consequent ly,  something has to be done to make the

soeietv more stahle- so thnt the f reedom to retain onets own cul ture

at least can be guaranteed-.  The Islamic forces have to be restrained;

and that can only happen through self-restraint. Some passive l-ear-

n' jnr"  of  some Chineso Am^ns snmclVla. laws n'rrhi  he- ln-  A mirch hirrher:  feVef

of  cr iss-cross,  not only by providing economic posi t ions for  lv la- lays,

1. ' .+ 4l  cn h--  1.-rr i  no f lh i  noeo ha' i  no e dmi { : tad mnra frr l  l  r r  i  nf  n hrrraarrpuI aaso oy navl---o uvu rrrvru r*++.. /  *Jcracy,

tha nnl  i  na rnr l  f l la m-i  1 i  +q?"-Ufrs lvf fvs @Iiu UffY IUII I  UqL.y.

Case J: Tr inidad. A populat ion of 1.2 mi l l - ion is div id-ed

between about 4A/" gast Ind.ians. to a large extent Hindu(25%) . some-
/  ^-) \what morel\ t ! ' )  of  Afr ican descent,  to a large extent Christ ian but also

interested in Afr ican ref igions (Shango).  There are also some whites ( t .Z/")
/  ̂  ^ . . r ' \  ̂ -  / . . / \

Chinese(O,)6/") ,M,ts l ims(6i)  -  but  then there is something of  everything

in Tr i  n ida.d- inclrrdino pjvfr l res and combinat ions . r f  everrr th ino- I t  is

ra c i  a. l  I  w nl  r r ra l  i  s i i  c  ' i  nc ' l  r rd i  np" some new ra.ces ( tn- ixtures between Afr i -\ "

cans and Chinese, for  instance) and there is rel ig ious pfural ism.

\,rthat is the general situation with regard to pluralism and- freed-om?

First ,  the plural ism is actual- ly only racial  and rel ig ious.

Ttrere is for all practical purposes only one language, English. The

rest  i -s what one woul-d- expect f rom a r ic i i ,  dependent capi ta l is t  economy

in very quick change, wi th a prevalence of  the bourgeois way of  1 i fe,

wi th one economic system, for  a l l  pract ical  purposes a one-party system

within a Westminster democrat ic mod-el ,  and with ed-ucat ion as the c lear

legi t inate avenue to residence and- posi t ion.

Second, there is the problen of  two rel ig ion being mj-ssio-

narw and the nthcr nni , -  h i r t  as the case of  lndia i  tsel  f  r : lcnr l l r  shows

the inroad-s mad-e by Christianity on Tlind-us are minimum. The situation

in the Afr ican conmunity nay be less stable,  however.  There seems to

be l i t t le interest  in the ref iEions of  others.

Third,  the cr iss-cross could.  be worse. The Ind. ians are

disnronort iona.telw hir"h in the economic sector and" the Afr lcans d- is-

- -^-^,+. i^-^+^'r--  h iph in the 661 j -1- iacl  can*^r h. . t  nOt SO mlrch SO aSIJrwPvl  uf  vrr@ usfJ i f !6r f  r r r  urrv yvfr  v!vaf  uev uv!  t  u4

in the case of l4alaysia. This should theoretically leave a substantial
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nocket of  nno-r"  f  l  c  n lz rrnrr  l - rn ani  * l ra *  r . ra c *ha n^.ket  that  f  eVOlted_

i  n 
' l  

97O - r ' rnd er s l  o.oans of  h l  a.ck nower (al  so rrnd ea'  s l  op-a.ns nf  r tA f r icans
I /vv '  

! r

and Indians unite'; but that rernained- at the slogan level).

One might conclude saying that the s i tuat ion is some-

vhere between Switzer land and lv la laysia,  probabfy c loser to the Swiss

case because of  the i r re levance of  the l inguist ic factor.  That d-oes

not mean that Trinidad d-oes not have problems on the horizon but

they are of  a d- i f ferent k ind:  the d.omi.ance of  the bourgeois r . ia"y

of  l - i fe as a goal  for  a l l  Tr in idadians and l lobag.nso or so i t  seems,

fuel l -ed wi th oi l  money from relat ively l imi ted oi l  resources that

have rnad-e the island rich because the prices went up so much more

than the population has be'r growing, sets the course for the economic

and nol  ' i  t i  r : :  l  srrstems .  The is land. becomes decreasinglv sel  f -a6l  j  an+

increasine" lw denend.ent on others for  the sat isfaci i -on of  basic needs*"r

and consequent ly i -ncreasingly vulnerabl-e. But i t  is st i l l  important

to l ist  the non-probfems of this plural ist  society:  no language con-

{ .T;^+ --^---  r ;++. le rel ig i6 l lc  p6pf1 iatc rr^?" l j t t fe race conff icts.f f IUUt vgrJ I IUUlv vvf t f f fvU9t vgIJ r !U

A,oa. jn-  nn had ar:hievement!

Case 4:  Belgiurn.  This is the case of  the -bl-enings to the

North and West and the \ ' ' /a l loons South and East ,J l1 and Jl i  respect ively.

The d.ivid.ing-1ine rrrrs to some extent ^-c* - . '^-*  
+L?^.--h Rrrrccol  q
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- rngu-

larism. Maybe the Belgian situation becomes so untractable because the

pluralism is only one-d-imensional? Does the id.entity become too thi-n,

l rascd on len,otrase e1 one- : ' td for  that  reason fess secure of  ibsel f -morer  ef fs rv!  
t ' rv le

ea.sifv threa.tened.? On the other hand there is the consol-ation with

geography and. with the economy. With only l/o in agriculture the trad.itional

division of fabor with textil-es for the Flemings and. coal and. steel for

the Wal loons seems less sisni f icant.



rc

Case 5:  Yugoslavia.  This is a fed-eral ,  social ist

republ ic,  consist ing of  6 republ ics (Slovenia,  Croat ia,  Serbia,Bosnia,Hercegovina,

Montenegro and- Ivlacedonia) and two autonomous regions for the Afbanian

speaking ( fosovo) and the Hungar ian speaking (Vojvodina).  Serbo-croa-

t i : .n is snoken in Croe.t ia.-  Rosn' i  a.  a.nd Serhin- wi l - .h qnme imnnr*. :n. f  Var ia-ulv^vrr  4rr  vr  vu v lw t

+; ^-^ ^-r  +r.^ "-r" ' i  t ins is in 1,at in let ters i -n Ronan-cathol ic Croat iaUMID t  ALLA UI lg W!!

and. cyr i l l ic  let ters in Greek-orthodox Serbia (and also in Maced.onia).

Aon. in-  there is the r :ase of  l ingr l i  s t ie and rel  is ious n ' l r r ra ' l  ism- bUt

not racial  -  re lat ively s imi lar  to the Swiss case. The fof l -owing re-

marks can be mad-e:

First ,  the plural ism is l imi ted, encased- in the part i -

cular Yugoslav system of micro-social ism combined. wi th macro-capi ta l ism,

cal led "sel- f -managementrr ,  extend-ed. to al- l  parts of  the country.

Second, as for the case of Switzerland all the languages

are non-world- languages, the-. may be saicl to be southern slavonic

r--- '^-^^ lu ' "^^^Iuuia means south Slavia),  and the rel ig ions are stale-fd l r6u@6qD \  ruSvD

mr tad I i lra i n the Swiss case. Ttre langUages ale simllar enough to

ha zalr t i r ra l r r  mrr*rro ' l  
' l  . '  nnmnrahonci l r la r . r i f ln *La evnonf inn nf  Hrrn. . ,*vq@rrJ vvlr}Jrur ierrDf uJEt wr Urr  Ur lY 

---vvr 
, - - .gaf lan

and. Albanian.

Third. ,  the level  of  cr iss-cross is high and. increasing,

Macedonia decreasingly being the poor.  agr icul taral  part  of  the Fed-e-

raJ- inn nnlrr  r^rhoreaS Slovenja maintainS i ts pOsit ion aS the Central-

European part.

-Fourth, l ike for Switzerl-and. none of the parts would

do better outs ide of  the Fed-erat ion,  or  at  feast  so i t  seems today.

Concfusion: Yugoslavia wi l l  prevai l ,  i t  wi l l  cont inue.

Speculations that the country was so vulnerable that it would burst,

break into pieces the moment a part icular ly popular Leader,  Ti to,  d ied. ,

proved to be exact ly that ,  speculat ions -  based- on substant ia l  igro-

J(**
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l ,{hat kind of conclusions can we, tentatively, d.raw

from the rneneral  seheme of a.na. lwsis and these cases?

First ,  plural ism along some dimensions seems to

be protected by singular ism along most other d- imensions. \ .aihether

this protect ion,  th is cocoon, is in fact  necessary is di f f icuf t

to tel l .  What i t  means is essent ial ly that the plural ist ic potent ial

of  human societ ies is very far f rom being ful1y ut i l ized-.  1t  may

be that one reason for this is that there is a limit to how much

nl r r rc ' l  iqm a cnaiai . '  ncn ia l ra e-.d.  a l in i t  tO hOW mUCh f feed-Om Of

choice indiv id.uals can exercise.  l lence, i t  may very wel l  be that

the cond. i t ion for  racial ,  l inguist ic and rel ig ious (or s imply racial

and cthnie) nlrr ra l ism is structural  s in 'or : lar ism' ^- '1 
i - { -  n^ ' -  ^r^^ be@flu EV!! ! ILW) !rUr4l fDl l t  f> DUIUUUUI4f ol l l<kr@laDru. nl l \ f  lb l l@J 4f i jU

that the converse is true: that the condit ion for structural  p1u-

ral- ism, meaning experiments with di f ferent tgres of economic and

pol i t ical  systems and ways of l i fe within one coultry,  would be

racial-  and ethnic singular ism. This is actual ly the way i t  works

out:  such extr ler inents are tod-ay caruied. out in r ich, westerns c&-

pi tal ist  countr ies that are raciaf ly and l inguist ical ly,  and.

r rsrral Iw nIsn rpl i rn iors lw. raf .her s in.orr lar ist-  h lhether th is relat ion

is in any sense causaf,  or  just  a correlat ion due to d.eeper ly ing

factors in the history of  the wor, ld.  system, is another matter -

di f f icrr l t  to sav at  the nresent moment.

Second, the significance of cultural and structural

t ; rpes wi th universal ist  aspirat ions tu l ing d,own bheir  ambit ions

cannot be enough emphasized,. One may say that this is l ike asking

thp l ion io n ' lcese blunt his teeth and claws. Others misht saw that

the only approach woufd- be for the sheep to develop more l ionesoue

character ist ics.  In that  case, stale-mates might be possible,  but

the other case is more posi t ive as i t  nr ight  l -ead. not only to

passive coexistence but to an act ive coexistence of  mutual  learning,

at  least  at  the passive level .

Third. ,  the importance of  cr iss-cross seems to be

substantial. l.nlhere this d-oes not obtain the process of buiLding it

i  q q nn i  nfrr l  Ano on. l  o l  nr . r  ra1 .  * i  r ro in tha |qnoar nf  qn i  mnon| i  n,  a l ro st_ow tel-al ]* ,  _ _-. .__,**--8

cr is i -s.
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Fourth, the significance of the comrnunities not feeling

that they can do better outs id-e the society than by staying inside.

Of course, i f  one or al f  leave the society then the resul t  would be

two, three or four s ingular ist  societ ies,  which would no longer

confront us wi th the problem of f reed-om in a plural ist ic society.

This is the way Etropean nat ion-states were formed.,  met iculously

drawing borders in such a way that there should be rnaximum homo-

rnenpi iw with ' i  n e,nd maximum heterogenei tv wi thoutr ( .uf  r fs u ervbvrrvr  eJ

Inagine now that these four cond_itions obtained, what

kind of society would we then have? lt can perhaps best be charac-

ter ised- as pfural ism under control .  Peonle are what they are and.

they are permitted. to rernain what they are and have been, and" that

is ahout i t .  The societ i -es are stable,  and so are the patterns of

choice that actual ly are non-choice because peopl_e just remain

what they are. I f  the factors are aff  present and working wel l

no heavy superstrrrcture, like a fed-eral- capital with considerabl_e

power over the const i tuent parts nay be necessary; i f  i t  does not

work so well the centraf authorlty would. probably use the confl_i_cts

and. the pend-ing cr ises as pretexts for increasing their  power. The

typical example are the British in the entire history of the British

empire, import ing cheap l-abour to al- l  k ind.s of places, for instance

lndia.ns to lvala.w-;a azihi . t^ / l  
- - i  

t r i  - i i  (a-  i  c ' t -nd th:*  inr l r r r  haqr r ruaarre vv -ulqJ >La t  l l f l lauAu @1rU I  rJf  \d l l  ISldt l

-^^1 -  
.  " -^1 - .  

. .  \  -  -  t -  -aoour )v/o rno,Lans ancl +)7o rLJLar:s), creatang a complex TacLaI/ILrI-

gr t ist ic/ re l ig ious plural ism wi- th accompanying conff icts,  proclaiming

tha.t  the neon' le A.r 'c  r :nab- l  c io r"overn themse' lwps- and then instaf f ins

themselves as an umpire,  as a balancing agent on top of  potent ia l

bell i-gerants. The tactic is known as split and nrle. I f there was

no snl i t  exist ins heforehand one could of ten ls l r r  nn iha Rr i l i<[

to create one through imporbat ion of  cheap l -abor.

The governing nechanism does not have to be an imposed-

eentra. l  a; thor i  t - '  hn' . rorrar i  + ^OUfd alSO be deCi s i  on-mak. i  nrr  bwuuvfDfvf l  u@^!r t6 uJ

vot ing. But here the problem is that i f  cr iss-cross is mad-e use of

with proport ionate representat ion in al l -  sectors of soci-ety a
n^-;^- j+-- . . ; - r - ' l  ^+i l l  be a ma. ior i t r r  a.nd r . :an mako rrqp nf  i l - .q rrnl : inol - |@Jvrf  uJ w!f , f  D ufrr  vu a lsr jvr f  uJ
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r^rrra? J:n dnminel :o J:ha minnr i  t r r  l f .  wnrt ld ho nrrralrr  hrr  n l ranna i  fu vv y4lvfJ

the rat ios should be so equaf as for the two sexes where cr iss-cross

up to the point of total proportionality would make women coequal with

men in,  for instance, par l- iaments and other d.ecision-making bod"ies.

For that reason decision-rnaking by vot ing is probably not a good solu-
+ j  ^-  i  -  -^*^-^ ' r  

. i  n nt . r ro I  . i  o+i  , :  societ ies .  one ma.w le.ve f ,n resortUrUrrt  f i r  
6EIfgI@ft  L l r  y!qL@LIDUIU DVU!cUaCD. Ul lg rrqJ - t@vv Uv rcDL

to decision*making by consensus in order to be sure that the major l t ies

are not d-ominating the minorities - consensus in fact meaning that the

minori t ies have a veto power. The quest ion, obviously,  is whether the

m: i  nr i  ' l i  ac rr i  I  I  normi l :  i .h ' i  e !luaUvl t } /v igr !

But these are technical  problems, of ten capable of

solut ions.  What is more problemat ic is not what happens when the

mechanisms d.o not work but what happens when the mechanisms rea11y

work wefl . In that case the pluralism wil-l- probably gradually erod.e.

Mnra nana?^+^]""  exa.ct lw beea.rrse thefe iS nO tenSiOn and a]_SO nO

d-istance the groups rnay become used. to each other to the point that

thez.a - i  q nn I  nncner lnrr  mrrqf  i  nrro na aha 
- l  

I  anoa pa a. . r i  ^di  +" '  r ; r -1.
-  

v+-av!

the case of the races: in a society l ike Trrnid.ad the races by and

la. rs 'e blenr l  a.nd mjX So wel- l -  that  one mav set the' imnraccinn *hat nO-b""

body pays much attent ion to what race the next person has. Afr ican

or tr-ast-Indian becomes very much ]ike short or tall-, dark-haired or

fair-haired.,  brown-eyed or blue-eyed in white societ ies: something

one notices without paying much attention, and particularly without

much evaluat ion attached- to 1t.  Achieved. character ist ics,  such as

knowledgeo wit and charm, charisma, attracf,iveness will overshad.ow

the ascr ibed, character ist ics.  And simi lar ly for rel ig ion and lan-

guage: Whether protestant Or Cathol ic One iS Chrioi icn r^r l ' ra- l- ' rrar

carman- rrronnh- -+-r  i  on-cnanr, i ; - - : : -  ,  
"  

* . . ,J. :,  -ud,rr@rr-D1,udhr-r6 vrre !o ,* .  From this the step

to me' l t inr"-not intep-rat ' i  on ) .  la.  americana is not a verw lonrn onc.
' " -J

t r lwcn ' i  f  the t r rnes are st i l - f  d- iscerna.hle thew a.re hei  nr"  hroken r lor111

as dist lnct  ent i t ies,  grad-ual ly acqair ing Tr in idad. ian,  Swiss,  North-

American accent.

Tkris, then, brings or'rt the point that the mechanisms

to p ' lara.ntee freedom i  n a.  n l  r l ra. l  sor: ' i  etw ma.w hc too ef  fpr : f , i  wc -  i  n

fact kil l ing pluralism. irrl:.at, then, woufd be the alternative if p1u-

ral ism is to be retained. wi th f reed-orn?
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The alternative would. seem to be disintegration rather

iha.n in iegrat , i  On Mnra noni inr . lc11rr  tn r l i r r i , la mp6crpanhir .a. l  snAr:e!o}Jf : !u@! Dy@e

so that each type has its own terrj-tory, where that type is sovreign

and. can const i tute i tsel f  according to i ts own fogic.  But woul-d_

this not be a d- iverse separat ism rather than plural- isme l iv ing

apart ,  no longer const i tut ing any kind, of  society? No, these pure

types could stil l be part of a soci-ety, which then woul-d_ have to

be federal with a very high 1evel of autonomy for the constituent

and h' i  .c"h ' l  w diwersc narts-  Thc freedom of choice would_ then be a

^rr^d+j^n ^f  
m^t^ j ' t . i+_- ^- .^-*  +L^ _OSSibi l . i  tw- cven r lacirahi-1 i f r r  fn1.v4sDUf ur!  uf ,  ruuuaLLuJ )  vvEr ui fg PvDpf v l r ruJ,  yvgtr  UEDII@uafruJ r \J

individuals of moving from one point in space to the other,  meaning

from one tSrpe to the other,  as i t  speaks to their  concrete f i fe

si tuat ion through their  l i fe cycle. This woul-d. presuppose a sociaf

idcolo.orr  whcrc nne is no lnyr l rAT. nredost inpd Ln stqrr  r^r i ih nna *rmwv veqr 
- tpAs

as mentioned. above not only with oners ovm race, sex or age-group,

but is permit ted- more mobi l i ty .  Needless to say that k i .d of  th ing

is for the future. l ,nhat is for the present is what is alread-y

obtained- in countries like Switzerland, and. Yugoslavia: a geographical

separation brought together in a federal- structure, permitting the

individual to l ive, protected, in his/her type, Xet to be part  of

a r icher total i ty that nei ther the major i ty of the Swiss nor the

ma.ior i i , r r  nf  the Ylgos' l  avs ha.we' learni  f i r l l r r  tn benef i t  f rom for

their own hu$an growth. \^,4ry is this so much rnore d-ifficul-t in

countr ies l ike Fi j i ,  Malaysia and Trinidad? Because of the much

higher fevel- of geographical mixture which again stems frorn the

fact that British imperialism brought in the "]erl-is"where they coufd-

be useful  for meniaf fabour,  meaning essent ial ly al l  over society,

therebrr  hr i  nrni  nrn ehor: t  a.  h i  r"h I  orro- l  af  o.e-,st  enhi  nel  holarncanoi  l :-o--*-*  -X

that d.oes not easi fy lend i tseff  to a separate but equal pol icy.


